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 How do I get sotrovimab? 

Sotrovimab must be taken as soon as possible and within 5 
days from when symptoms start. This is why it's important to 
get tested straight away if you have symptoms so you can be 
connected to care and treatment quickly if you're eligible.  

If you have COVID-19 or flu symptoms, get tested straight 
away. If your test is positive, stay at home and follow the 
advice for people testing positive to COVID-19 and managing 
COVID-19 safely at home. If you test positive on a rapid 
antigen test, it is recommended that you register your 
positive result on Service NSW as this helps you access 
medical support from NSW Health. If your result is negative, 
stay at home until you feel better. 

It's important to get in touch with your doctor as soon as you 
test positive to COVID-19. If you can't speak to your doctor, 
contact the National Coronavirus Helpline on 1800 020 080, 
who can check if you’re eligible for treatment. 

If your doctor says you are eligible to take sotrovimab, you 
will need to go to a hospital or clinic to receive the infusion, 
which takes about 30 minutes. You will be watched by a 
healthcare worker for one hour afterwards to make sure you 
don’t have any reactions to sotrovimab. 

How will I know if sotrovimab 
is right for me? 

It is important to make a plan with your      
doctor or Aboriginal Health Worker now and      
decide together if taking sotrovimab is a good       
option for you before testing positive to COVID-19. A helpful 
tool about making decisions together is the Agency for Clinical 
Innovation’s Shared Decision-Making Tool, which can be 
found online at: www.aci.health.nsw.gov.au/shared-
decision-making 

You should also let your doctor know about: 

• any medical conditions and allergies you have

• all medicines you have recently used including vitamins,
herbal or natural medicines

• being pregnant or planning for pregnancy breastfeeding
or planning to breastfeed soon.

Treating COVID-19 with sotrovimab 

(Xevudy®) injection 

What are antiviral medicines? 

Some people can get very sick from 
COVID-19. Early treatment with the right 
medicine, such as sotrovimab, can help 
protect you from getting very sick. This 
means you may be less likely to go to 
hospital or die from COVID-19. Only some 
people are eligible to receive sotrovimab.  

Remember, vaccination is still your best protection 
against COVID-19. 

What is sotrovimab (Xevudy®)? 

Sotrovimab is a drug that treats COVID-19 and is 
available as the brand Xevudy®. It is given by 
‘intravenous infusion’, which means it is given through 
a drip into your vein and it can take about 30 minutes. 

How does sotrovimab work? 

Sotrovimab blocks the spread of the COVID-19 virus 
through your body, giving your body time to fight it off. 

Who should take sotrovimab? 

Sotrovimab is only given to people who have 
mild to moderate COVID-19 symptoms but 
have risk factors for getting really sick. 
Groups of people who may get very sick are: 

• Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander people aged
30 years or older with additional risk factors

People with low immunity due to a medical condition
or who are not fully vaccinated

• People with severe long-term conditions affecting
their lungs, heart, kidneys or liver

• People who are very overweight

• People with diabetes.

Most people can manage COVID-19 safely at home. Bed 
rest, staying hydrated and medicines like paracetamol, 
ibuprofen or cold and flu tablets can help to treat mild 
symptoms.  

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/management/advice-for-confirmed
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/management/advice-for-confirmed
link:%20https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/register-positive-rapid-antigen-test-result
http://www.aci.health.nsw.gov.au/shared-decision-making
http://www.aci.health.nsw.gov.au/shared-decision-making
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Is it safe to use sotrovimab? 

Sotrovimab is a new medicine and information about how 
safe it is to use is still being collected. 

It is important to speak with your doctor about how safe 
sotrovimab is for your condition and decide together if it is 
the best option for you.  

Is it safe to take sotrovimab if 
I am pregnant or breastfeeding? 

There have not been enough studies to 
know if sotrovimab is completely safe to 
take if you are pregnant or 
breastfeeding. Similar drugs to 
sotrovimab have been safely given to 
pregnant and breastfeeding women in 
the past. 

Because COVID-19 can be very serious for pregnant 
women and their babies, doctors may recommend taking 
sotrovimab if the mother has medical conditions that 
increase her chances of becoming very sick with COVID-19. 

It is important to speak with your doctor and make sure you 
are comfortable before receiving sotrovimab. 

Where can I find more           
information?  

Speak to a doctor, chemist,      
Aboriginal Health Worker or trusted       
health professional if you have any other 
questions.  

Information for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Treating COVID-19 with sotrovimab 

Is taking sotrovimab the same as 
getting a COVID-19 vaccine? 
No. Sotrivimab is used to treat people who 
have COVID-19.  
Vaccines are different and help prevent 
COVID-19. Vaccination is still the most 
important way to protect yourself from 
getting COVID-19. 

Does sotrovimab have side effects? 

You may have some or no side effects. Some of the more 
common side effects during and after the infusion are: 
• fever or chills
• chest pain or pressure
• fast, slow or abnormal heartbeat
• upset stomach or diarrhoea
• headache or dizziness
• throat irritation or trouble breathing
• itchiness, skin redness or rash.
Tell your doctor if you feel these effects and they worry you.

This is not a complete list of side effects. Sotrovimab is still a 
new medicine and you should report any unexpected side 
effects to your doctor. 

Immediately tell the healthcare worker watching you 
if you feel any of these effects: 

• find it hard to breathe

• have a bad skin rash, itching or hives
• have swelling of the face, lips or tongue.
It is unlikely, but you may be having a serious 
allergic reaction. 

(Xevudy®) injection 
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