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Overview of legislation

Approved quality 

assurance 

committees under 

Part 2 Division 6B 

of the Health 

Administration Act 

1982

 The Minister for Health may declare that a 

committee established by a prescribed 

establishment is an approved quality 

assurance committee

 Approved quality assurance committees 

have statutory protections to ensure that 

documents and proceedings of the 

Committee remain confidential, but with 

that comes certain reporting obligations

 Part 2 of the Health Administration 

Regulation sets out the governance 

framework and reporting requirements for 

approved quality assurance committees
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Declaring approved quality assurance committees

The Minister must be satisfied of certain criteria in order to declare that a committee is 

an approved quality assurance committee:

• the committee is established by or within a prescribed establishment in accordance 

with the rules or official procedures of the establishment, and

• its functions are to assess and evaluate services provided by one or more prescribed 

establishments (whether or not provided by the establishment which established the 

committee), to report and make recommendations concerning those services and to 

monitor the implementation of its recommendations, and

• the committee comprises individuals with training and experience appropriate to the 

services to be assessed and evaluated by the committee, and

• the exercise of those functions would be facilitated by the provision of immunities and 

protections afforded by this Division, and

• it is in the public interest to restrict the disclosure of information compiled by the 

committee in the course of the exercise of those functions.
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Statutory protections

Approved quality 

assurance 

committees under 

Part 2 Division 6B 

of the Health 

Administration Act 

1982

The legislation protects approved quality 

assurance committees by providing for:

• the confidentiality of documents and 

proceedings of the Committee

• the protection of those documents and 

proceedings from being used in legal 

actions

• the protection from liability and 

indemnity for present and former 

members, of the Committee, who were 

acting in good faith in carrying out their 

responsibilities.
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Restrictions and obligations

Approved quality 

assurance 

committees under 

Part 2 Division 6B 

of the Health 

Administration Act 

1982

• Committees cannot conduct an 

investigation about the competence of a 

clinician.

• Committees cannot reveal the identity of a 

clinician or a patient in a report unless 

he/she has consented in writing to their 

identity being revealed.

• Past and present Committee members 

cannot divulge information acquired as a 

committee member or the content of the 

discussions of the committee.
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Reporting requirements

Report to Frequency Information required in report Access to 

report

Prescribed 

establishment

On the completion 

of an assessment 

and evaluation of a 

particular service

• description of the service assessed 

• general findings of the Committee 

• specific recommendations and strategies for 

their implementation

Sent to the 

prescribed 

establishment

Public At least annually • general details of the services that have been 

assessed and evaluated

• in general terms, actions taken as a result of the 

assessment and evaluation 

Available for 

inspection 

free of charge

Minister Annually – on or 

before 1 

September each 

year

• information that was made available to the public

• whether or not the relevant experience of the 

Committee members is appropriate to the 

services assessed or evaluated 

• whether the Committee has benefited from and 

will continue to benefit from the statutory

protections

• whether it is still in the public interest for the 

Committee to restrict the disclosure of 

information

Sent to the 

Minister
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Approved quality assurance committees

• There are 15 approved quality assurance committees in NSW

► Three committees are established by private health facilities

► Six committees are established by one public hospital

• Approved quality assurance committees embrace a wide range of 

activities: 

► Four surgical committees (two surgical audit, one surgical M&M and 

one surgical peer review committee)

► Two trauma review committees

► Two perinatal committees

► One maternal morbidity committee

► One intensive care committee

► Other general clinical review committees
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Discussion questions

1. Do you think that the existing statutory provisions for 

approved QA committees would assist your committee? 

Why/why not?

2. If you were aware of the legislation but haven’t sought to 

have your committee approved, why not?

3. What could be improved or strengthened through the 

legislation?
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Thank you

For more information

Email:

NSWH-legalmail@health.nsw.gov.au

Any questions?


