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Information for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 

What are antiviral medicines? 

Some people can get very sick from COVID-
19. Early treatment with COVID-19 antiviral
medicines can help protect you from getting
very sick. This means you may be less likely
to go to hospital or die from COVID-19. Only
some people are eligible to receive antiviral
medicines.

Remember, vaccination is still your best protection against 
COVID-19. 

What is Lagevrio? 

Lagevrio is a medicine that treats COVID-19. It is an ‘oral 
antiviral’ medicine – a medicine you swallow. 

How does Lagevrio work? 

Lagevrio slows the spread of the COVID-19 virus through 
your body, giving your body time to fight it off. 

Who should take Lagevrio? 

Lagevrio is only given to people who 
have mild to moderate COVID-19 
symptoms but have risk factors for getting 
really sick. Groups of people who would 
benefit most from Lagevrio include: 

• Everyone aged 70 years and over

• Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander people aged
30 years or older and have two additional risk factors

• People with low immunity due to a medical condition
or who are not fully vaccinated

 How can I access Lagevrio? 

Lagevrio must be taken as soon as possible and within 5 
days from when symptoms start. This is why it's important 
to get tested straight away if you have symptoms so you can 
be connected to care and antiviral medicines quickly if you're 
eligible.  

If you have COVID-19 or flu symptoms, get tested straight 
away. If your test is positive, stay at home and follow the 
testing positive to COVID-19 and managing COVID-19 at 
home guidance. If you test positive on a rapid antigen test, 
it is recommended that you register your positive result on 
Service NSW as this helps you access medical support from 
NSW Health. If your result is negative, stay at home until 
you feel better.  

It's important to get in touch with your doctor as soon as 
you test positive to COVID-19. If your doctor says you are 
eligible for antivirals, they will send you a prescription 
(online or paper copy). It’s recommended you ask your 
pharmacy to arrange home delivery for your medication or 
ask someone to collect it on your behalf and drop it off. 

If you can't speak to your doctor, contact the National 
Coronavirus Helpline on 1800 020 080, who can check if 
you're eligible for antivirals. 

How will I know if Lagevrio is right 
for me? 

It is important to make a plan with your      
doctor or Aboriginal Health Worker now      
and decide together if taking Lagevrio may      
be a good option for you if you do test positive to      
COVID-19. A helpful tool about making decisions together is
the Agency for Clinical Innovation’s Shared Decision-Making 
Tool, which can be found online at: 
www.aci.health.nsw.gov.au/shared-decision-making 

You should also let your doctor know about: 

• any medical conditions and allergies you have
• all medicines you have recently used including vitamins,

herbal or natural medicines
• being pregnant or planning for pregnancy (both male

and female patients)
• breastfeeding or planning to breastfeed soon.

Treating COVID-19 with 

molnupiravir (Lagevrio®) capsules 

• people with severe long-term conditions
affecting their lungs, heart, kidneys or liver

• People who are very overweight

• People with diabetes.

Most people can manage COVID-19 safely at 
home. Bed rest, staying hydrated and medicines 
like paracetamol, ibuprofen or cold and flu tablets 
can help to treat mild symptoms.  

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/management/advice-for-confirmed
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/management/advice-for-confirmed
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/register-positive-rapid-antigen-test-result
http://www.aci.health.nsw.gov.au/shared-decision-making
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Is taking Lagevrio the same as 
getting a COVID-19 vaccine? 

No. Lagevrio is used to treat people who     
have COVID-19. 

Vaccines are different and help prevent 
COVID-19. Vaccination is still the most important 
way to protect yourself from getting COVID-19. 

Is it safe to use Lagevrio? 

Lagevrio is a new medicine and information about how safe 
it is to use is still being collected. 

It is important to speak with your doctor about how safe 
Lagevrio is for your condition and decide together if it is the 
best option for you. 

Is it safe to take Lagevrio if I am pregnant 
or breastfeeding? 

Lagevrio should be avoided while you are pregnant or 
breastfeeding. 

Does Lagevrio have side effects? 

You may have some or no side effects. 

Some common side effects are diarrhoea, nausea, 
or dizziness. Tell your doctor if you feel these effects and 
they worry you. 

This is not a complete list of side effects – Lagevrio is still a 
new medicine and you should report any unexpected side 
effects to your doctor. 

Where can I find more information? 

Speak to a doctor, chemist, Aboriginal Health 
Worker or trusted health professional if you 
have any other questions. 

Treating COVID-19 with 

Do I need to have protected sex during 
and after taking Lagevrio? 

During treatment, both males and females should use 
contraception. After their last dose: 

• males should use contraception for 3 months.
• females should use contraception for 4 days.

It is unlikely, but you may be having a serious allergic 
reaction if you: 

• find it hard to breathe

• have a bad skin rash, itching or hives
• have swelling of the face, lips or tongue.
Contact your doctor immediately, call Triple 
Zero (000) or go to the nearest emergency 
department. 

molnupiravir (Lagevrio®) capsules 

(Complete with your doctor or healthcare worker) 

Name: 

evening until you have finished all the capsules. 

Other information: 

Phone number: 
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